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THE MISUSE. or POWER.’ * 

— — 
severest test to human virtue may possibly be subjected; is the. 
posseasion of Unlimited power. Man may be ruled and wronged, persecut ted . 
and trampled upon, and the vitality and sweetness of his character will aur: 
vive the tyranny of his oppressors, and like the shamrock, of Ireland, which 
is said to take root and flourish when trodden’ under font, gain strength and 
endurunes from the very means employed for its destruction. But give him’ 
his own way, remove all restraints and barriers between him and the gratifica 
tion of his selfish desires, and he is a strong man indeed who warten, with - 
stands the temptation. 

The term power may imply lofty and influential seston) beundleis wealth, 
or intellectual eminence, or it may embrace in its definition all sources of’ 
dominion together, but whether considered singly or collectively, it can wake 
no material difference. The rule finds general application. History ia replete, | 
with examples, of individuals and communities, kings and ki chiefs: 
and armies, priests and charches, dents and peoples, illustrative of the’ 
almost inevitable misfortune which results from investing. mankind with 
extraordinary power aud authority. Heroes ha ve risen and fallen, dynasties, 
have flourished and decayed, races have bloomed and withered, empires have 
been founded and destroyed; and in nearly every instance, cither directly — 
indirectly, their downfall and destraction have been due to an improper use 
of the gifts and powers they were permitted to exercise, The prend. 
afforded for the indulgence of, pride and ‘selfishness, the unbridled. facilities, 
presented for the gratification of passion, and the perpetration of every species. 
of wickedness, with the thousand and one historical proofs of the: proneness’ 
even, of the greatest and most virtnous to Succumb to these ‘allurements of’ 
vice, to say nothing of the incumbent labors and. responsibilities, 
it would seem, to make the tenure of. earthly. authority, or the possession: 
vast wealth, among the most undesirable of human attainmenta 1 

a it not be inferred that we regard such ‘things as essentially Meh 1 con 

r all aims aud efforts in their direction us ned cessarily be ata 8 in their 
tendency. Far from it. It is not wealth, but the and ve of it, that 

is the root of all evil ;” it is nut the possessiun, but the Pi a 
that j is the bane of man's happiness and prosperity.’ It is “tit 
to Hold power than to possess wealth, and no’ mo of 4 sin te’ a weatth 
than. to enjoy any other blessing wiiich flows. from, Giver of all fot, 
as Jo as heaven has gifts to bestow, : ‘there must needs he 


of power, 
Uf ai evil 
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who ended vot to deserve them end are qunbtfted to use them in wisdom and 
righteousness; for che glory of God nd the welfare of their fellow: men. It 
in hot the howest aim for, nor the proper exereise of these advantages; that ere 
desdrving subjects of deprecation and disparagement, be it is: che misuse of 
power, the prostitution of wealth, the neglect or abuse of any of the blessings 
of life, and the unhallowed methods employed in their acquisition, that! are 
and ever will be, legitimate objects of denunciation and discouragement. So 
far from its being wrong to aim for superiority and excellence in any righteous 
direction, it is exactly'the reverse. Our Father in heaven expects it of us. 
He demands that his children advance unceasingly towands: power, wealth 
und intelligence illimitable. His motto is upward:and onward, His course is 
one eternal round of progression, and his constant exhortation is, to follow in 
lis footeteps ; and as long as we have’ in view the exaltation that he has 
attained, and confine ourselves strictly to the methods whieh he has ordained 
for its accomplishment ; there is no danger of our being too ambitious, or of 
making an im propét uss of the powers he will eventually bestow. But it ia 
herd in this weak mortal state, where our eyes are dazzled by the tinsel of 
earthly ‘vanities, where our ears are enchanted by the duleet but delusive notes 
of fame, and our feet are so apt to be seduced from the paths of virtue by thé 
gilded snares of vice; it is here that there is an ever present danger of miss 
tising the gifts and blessings we are privileged to enjoy, and it is this eontina: 
ous and extreme ability that should render the acquisition of earthly power 
aud wealth, to the great majority of mankind, ¢xceedingly. undesigable. All 
men who hold position do not abuse its privileges; and the man who serves 
God humbly and faithfully never will, for the moment he yielded to the 
temptation so to do, that moment would he: cease to serve the Lord; but 
there are many, alas! who do sadly misuse the functions of their office, and 
prostitute every power and privilege to the gratification of self and the injury 
and ¢mbarrasament of their fellow- men. It is dangerous to put some men 
into power. They swell up and become so distended with the ideas of their 
greatness and importance, that we are forcibly reminded, of so many inflated, 
toy baloous, which the slightest prick of a pin would burst and rain for. 
ever. A very small office and a very little authority ia eaufficient to — 
cate some men and render them entirely unfit for duty, 


the of a prophecy, attered in — 1839, 
speaks as follows: lo zi od li 
Wo have learned by that it is the sidtare and disposition 
of almost all meu, as in as they get a little brief authority, aa bey suppose, 
they will begin to exereige unrighteous domi D; in at 
ing paragraphs the 2 these words oecur 
esthood are inseparab! ene with the powers of beitet, and 77 
heaven cannot be bor Tintidled the principles — 
That they may de eonferred upon it t when wa 
uaderteke ta cover oursins, or —— our pride, 


r of — r the 
of. f in 0 0 nthe: of the ahijdren 

is 1 to 


pdt certain indication of weak,mind, wl 
brief draught of authority. Like u ship 


*, 


hecessary tonnage td held it level with tha sea, the individual who, hoists his, 
pride un high aad isidevoidiofithe imdiqpesmble ballest.of common sense. 
speedily run on to min and oblivion: Aelomon never said a: Wiser, nung then; 
that “ pride goeth: befese en and an haughis apirt be 
the truly gréat man id never sa. Doo tread and deep end sensiblaAg, 
bedassled: by tergeasrial apleudor, and too intent up his te be swayed, 
or diverted by the- flattery of the fawbing multituda, instead, of being, 
ted, hé more upt to! be humbled promotion pewer, or if. he 
its influence, it is like mew wine tefteshing giunt, not like a seltzer, 
ouercoming a d wart. Vivatas bs: ten} 
Some men evidently deem it their duty to bd Ambitious for distiuetias o 
the principle, we suppose, that if the will not;cume.o 
‘Mahomet must go to the mountain. While this may Le tye 
regard to worldly matters, it ia the.shings.of, tha kingdom, oe 
God. No Latter-day Saiut need aim for power vz position, im the. Obarch off 
Jesus Christ.’ If he ig destined to hold «fice in the wt 
any post of honor within the gift of that Peivatlood, lie can akerd f in 
patienes for it to ¢ome to lim, for come it will, iu the due time of the Lond. 
Mahomet's mountain to the conttfury nat withstandiug.; but if hel is not dean 
tined for the position.to which he aspinés. despite hig moat sttenuous efHfurtz 
be will be the victim of disappointment; permitted rench she height 
of his ambition, it will be but to fall therefrom. when his folly. and bis weako 
ness shall have been made full manifest: It is mad to rush 
into peril. Duty and necessity are the only natives Which should 
ous into an encounter with temptutiguu. The only assurunee of cmuplete 
victory over sin, after bravely meeting and conquering the temgtatiqus 
dan be safely met and resisted; is in avoiding all others Whjeh God never 
inteuded us to meet; and which as a consequence, Wwe would find it iinpussibla 
to overcome. A little done well brings a much richer bidesing thau u g 
undertaken and unworthity performed. Let him who lustsafter wealth andi 
aspires to earthly honurs beyond the station in which it has pleased dba 
Almighty to place him, ponder this well in his heart. Let him ak hamself 
if he ix qualitied to make a wise use uf the things be do vete, if; he ia able 
bear up under the heavy responsibilities thay entail, and strong envagh te 
resist successfully the temptations which would usésil him un everg hand And 
if he is satisfied of this, let him recollect that God selects for bia xulen Adon. 
who have been humble and faithful in suberdinate cypucities, and thap/ib-is. 
far more admirable to wuit for; than to openly iuvite:recugnjtion and pre 
tion. By the f ste discharge of the duties of hie per ‘calling, let bim 
prove himself of the of a higher of — 
mit of bis hopes, the power, the 
he craved, let thuse igilts jo the fear of, 
the love of his fellow man, lest he prove vecreant to liis trust, — — 
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APPOINTMENTS John. 1 to sucosed: William E 
Wobb in the Presidency of the Durbal und Newenstle ference, and 
Stephen Tucker is appointed to sucosed John Copper in the Presidéncy « 
the London Conference. 


The Conference Presidents released for the are 
to give their succ⁸ ul! requisite instructivds, and to bo prepared to tury 
over to thein the books,’ ptoperties, et¢., in a mutually well uuderstond, 
and satisfuctury, manner; and will retain their positions till time for leav ) 
Office, i! i 


ming! 
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ferenee, will be held in the Assembly Room of the, Exchange Building, New 
Birmingham, April 30, 1888. Services ab unn 2.30 and 
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